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The Case for Ground Defence Training

“In a future war give me 200 men, and

no Monarch, Statesman or leader of

froops will sleep sound in his bed po
matter where he may be”

Cor. Otro SERORZENY

May, 1952

WHY have Ground Defence Training
at all? Isn't Ground Fighting the job
of the Conadicom Army?

What reasons have we for thinking
that our Aerodrome will ever be
attocked by Ground Troops? These
guestions inwvariably arise when
Ground Defence fraining in the RCAF
is mentioned.

reasons? During the last wor both

s used small commondotype
raiding parties to attack each other's
bases. Most people remember the
raid corried out by British paratroops
ond an RAF F/S Radar Technician
on the German Air Force Rodar sto-
tion at Brunewal, Fronce, in which
valuable technical informaotion was
oblained by the RAF. More spec-
tacular, perhaps, were the exploils
of the Long Range Desert Groups
and Popski's Private Army (the fam-
ous PPA), in the Western Desert
Compaigns. In one attoack by the
FPA, at Barce Airfield in Tripoli,
thirty-six grounded aircraft were des-
froyed in fifteen minutes The offi-
cial report states, "Thiee jeeps of
PPA drowve in through the main gate
of the airfield and fired several bursis
of machine gun fire into airfield build-
ings. During the subsequent con-
fusion the jeeps drove around the
perimeter planting sticky-bombs on
each aircraft ond withdrew under
cover of their own MG fire. The toial
force was twelve men, cosualties,
two wounded."

During the Germaon offensive in the
Spring of 1940 paratroops were used
extensively to seize vital installations
and airfields. Again at Crele para-
troops were the deciding factor. The
exploils of Col. Otto Skorzeny in res-
cuing Mussolini and later during the
Baitle of the Bulge in the Ardenne
are well known.

Parlisan ond Commondo Groups
were used by the U.S.S.R. forces for
attacks on Germon installations, deep
in German held territory.

Finally—the work of the OSS and
independent Ranger Battalions of the
U.S. Army is too well-known fo need
recapitulation here.

Thus there is in modem war no
such thing as a front line. Any mili-
tary installation, no maiter what its
gecgraphical location, is liable to ai-
tack. In Conada itself our Northern
RCAF stations are within easy troop
carrier range of foreign bases. This
statement applies with even more
force to the bases to be used by the
RCAF Air Division, Eurcpe.

Therefore any, or all. of our bases
are liable to attack.

What types of attack may we lock
for? Roughly five kinds.

. Paratroop (including airborne
troops)
Sec-borme commando raids
. Aerial Bombardments
Ciwvil Disturbance, Partisan
Raids (in overseas locations)

Lok

MNow let us take question 1. “Isn’t
ground fighting an Army job?" The
answer of course is "Yes,” but the
Army job is to meet and defeat en-
emy ground forces and it cannot hope
to do this if continually weakened by
the necessity of detaching fully-

trained troops whose primary job is
to fight, to guard the numerous rear
installations ond airfields that a field
army requires.

No country can afford to waste
several thousand ablebodied men
guarding several thousond more
able-bodied men who could and
should be guite capable of guarding
themselves.

The question of self-preservation
also arises. Raiding parties do not
stop to ask if the personnel they see
on an installation are combaiomt or
nol. To save our own skins, each of
us must be proficient encugh in
Ground Combat to be able fo lock
after ourselves.

Personnel who cannot take care
of themselwes in Ground Combat are
not merely useless in the defence of
an installation bul are a positive
menace since they hamper the com-
batant personnel who have to be de-
tached to lock after them when they
might be better employed elsewhere.

It is argued, "Yes, all very well,
but I'm a pilot, Air Tech, Arm Tech,
Clerk—my job is to maintain air-
craft, etc.”

This is quite true of course. Never-
theless we cannot carry on with that
primary occupation when we are
under attock on the ground. Then,
without knowledge of ground combat,
—no matter how good tradesmen we
are—we are sitting ducks, lambs for
the slaughter.

It's not a pleasant thought.

Therefore we can answer question
1. Yes—there is a case for Ground
Defence Training.

That training is now being pro-
vided. Taking adwoniage of it, may
save your life, your comrades’ lives,
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CORPORAL "TAWN" SPEIRS is the
ball of fire seen twirling around the
Drill Hall but generally gyrating in
a quick coming and going motion
at the Sports Office corner.

Despite the fact that he comes
from Calgary John is quite on
accomplished athlete—even to being
on a chompionship team. He was
pitcher, manager, i/c Umpire Baiters
Section and OC Anti- Opposition
Demonstraters’ Society for the station
fastball team this past summer,
which defeated Army in four straight
final games — mainly due to the
support of the Snack Bar waitresses,
of course. Mr. Muscles, medium-size,
MkZA ref 649-3A/7, did some stand-
out hurling cheores in bringing the
Inter-Service Chompionship to RCAF
Winnipedg.

Probably one of the surest and
quickest ways of getling a stir cut of
him was to ask him on the morning
after a game: “"Well, John how many
runs did you lose by last night?”
What followed was an interpreiation
of an explosion in a pyroftechnics
plant — complete with wereys, star
shells and photo flares. On behalf
of his ball club and through his own
high standard of loyalty, John was
highly idignomt, ond rightly so, at
the support offered by station person-
nel during the recent fast ball cam-
paign. It was primarily due to his
contagicus enthusiasm that we really
had a hot ball club that finally
awoke interest and induced people

'PEG

PERSONALITY

CORPORAL JOHN SPEIRS

fo get out to the ball games.

But now the glories of the ball
seqason s all ower—and the rewarding
steak dinner given by the Snack Bar
stalf devoured—Johnny Speirs’ atten-
tions are focussed on the current
secson's sports of basketball and
hockey. The assistance that he will
offer has not yet been clearly de-
fined, but it is anticipated that he
will be coaching the station's basket-
ball team and wracking his genius

for physical torture on those who
have designs on being able to class-
ify themselves as hockey players.

When you have a man with as
much determination, enthusiasm and
fierce loyalty to his job as Cpl. John
Speirs, then you have truly a valu-
able asset. [t is not all the owertime
work that he puts in that makes him
a valued man to have around—but
it is the quality with which he does
the complete job.
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Two hinds
of

“WOXOF”

by S'L Leo Lafreniere

Yo AL

Group Chaplain (RC) 14 Training Group

THE WORD “WOXOF" as been re-
cently made public property by a
member of the staff of "VOXAIR."
The article, entitled "Met Types . . .
by Geostrophic Joe, The Winnipeg
Rain-Maker,” explained io the ama-
teurs that when a forecaster finds
himsell facing an “Indefinite cloud
base with sky totally obscured, wisi-
bility nil and fog,” he shrieks "WOX-

F." Mo explonation of a normal
ndture is given for the crigin of this
term. [t may be a condensed ver-
sion of “"Wool" which means "1 feel
like a dog” and “"Oxygen” which
means Give me air.” It also may
originate in the accentuation of the
first and last words in his shriek,
something like “"Woe is me. Out-
foxed.”

Geostrophic Joe, however, has
given no such humiliating sense to
the expression. A cartoon, which
accompanied his article, merely laid
the blame for indefiniteness, cbscur-
ity, invisibility fog and general un-
predictability, at the door of that un-
protesting gentleman, the devil. The
cartoon showed a leering demon,
with pointed ears, presenting in one
clawed hand, against a background
of complicated mathematics, a goblet
upon which WOXOF was inscribed.
It is thus insinuated that the poor fore-
caster cannot be blamed for some
vagueness at times, because all the
scientific instruments in the world
avail nothing when his satanic maj-
esty decides to concoct a diabolical
mixture of weather.

I this explanation provides the
weather makers with a wvery wel-
come alibi, it suggests at the same
time a thought upon which ewvery
member of the defense forces may
meditate profitably. For if the physi-
cal elements occasionally get them-
selves wound up into a WOXOF con-

coction upon which forecasters gaze
with despair, could there not be a
confusing mixture of moral elements,
which like a goblet containing equal
parts of rye, gin, scotch, and rum,
could produce confusion in the mind
of cmyone locking too deeply into its
bowl? Is it possible, in fact, thot
some of the boys who are navigat-
ing in perfect flying weather, with
all instruments performing smoothly
and not a whiff or WOXOF within
miles, may be operating in an impen-
gtrable chaos of moral and spiritual
WOXOF?

Let us lock at that thought for a
IMOIMens.

In the autumn of every year for
some fime now, a demonstration
take place in Commonwealth coun-
fries in honor of the herces of the
Battle of Britmin. On such occasions
they receive praise such as that
which history has reserved for the
brave hoandiul who at Thermopclis
turned back the barbarioms of their
time. It is recognized that any man
who fights on out of perscnal convic-

tion against greal odds, allains heroic
stature regardless of his couse as
long as he believes in it sincerely
and is willing to make the supreme
sacrifice for it. He may be concerned
only about his comrades in crms,
about his home or about his country.
But the true lustre of heroism, such as
that which free countries bestow on
the Batile of Britain men, shines forth
much more brightly because of the
noble and lasting cause which ele-
vates their personal heroism to a
plane of values where rightness and
wrongness matlter above all other
things.

These thoughts on the Battle of Brit-
ain were somewhat ignored in the
first rush of realization after the war
that a still more fearful enemy had
established himself within reach of
democratic ond Christian security.
the first impulse was to match gun for
gun, bomb for bomb, aircraft for air-
craft. The free world did not begin to
breathe normally again until tech-
nical superiority was within its grasp
and ils military units were on the
way fo training in wariare.
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Today it is gradually being under-
stood that much more must be done.
In barbaric, in feudal and in Victor-
jon times it was enough for a fight-
ing man fo be loyal to his chieftain,
to his seigneur or to his king. But the
frend of democracy with its accent
on personal dignity ond responsibil-
ity has made it necessary o assure
deeper bases for miltary morale than
in those past ages. Today each man
must have been firmly convinced of
the spiritual and moral principles
which are involved in his call to arms
and in his assumption of the role of
a soldier. That is of particular im-
portonce even where comraderie
and dewvotion to home life have
maintained their power to provoke
bravery, because now the struggle
is long, it is mechonized, it depends
more and more on the alertness and
self-socrifice with which on one hand
personal interest assures superhu-
man use of the tools of war, in the
face of the alermess and self - sacri-
fice which a diobolical social force
has succeeded in instilling into. its
mass of docile robots.

In Canada, more and more atten-
tion is being paid to this aspect of

world conflict. It is realized that o
fighting man in the army of a free
country must bring personal convic-
tions to his tosk, if the long - range
struggle is to be won.

Bul here a danger must be pointed
out. In other paris of the world the
morality which sustains efort is
pounded into men until they are
molded into willing servants of the
imperialistic or materialistic power
which possesses them. Morality is a
tool in such a system, a depariment
of the siale. In our nation, the very
goal which is sought, should diclate
another approach. We ore in the
service of a moral couse. Spiritual
emd moral wvalues are thus recog-
nized as superior even to national
cnd international obijectives. These
values are the standards of judgment.
If they are to inspire our effort there-
fore, the official job must consist of
rendering possible the communica-
tion of their message, providing spe-
cialists, stimulating the discussion
among men which leads to conwvic-
tion and heroism. Any intsrference
into that process whereby religious
beliefs are made known and accept-

ed could easily turn indoctrination
into WOXOF.

The chaplains stond ready 1o
assure that such will never be the
case in Canada.
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Not All the Problems are Flying!

A WELL-LATHERED FACE peered in-
tently over the lop of the mirror.
"Guess,” it said, "what happened to
me vesterday?' A hond with a
razor clasped in it poused dramati-
cally near one eaqr.

In answer to the question there
was o sudden chorus of wvoices

around me. I say, speak up,” ""What
ees this you do vyesterday,” ""Con-
tinue, you ‘ave not finish . . . Hall

a dozen young men, all busily oc-
cupied in shawing paused from their
work to listen ecgerly.

At RCAF Station Centralia, bud-
ding pilots from Belgium, the Nether-
lands, France, Norway, Ialy and
Great Britain_ all member nations of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion are eagerly enarossed in leam-
ing how io fly. All are receiving pilot
fraining that will eventually qual ih-*
them to wear the cowveted RCAF
Wings.

This wriler spenl several days in
Centralia recently talking with keen-
eyed young men wearing unfamiliar
uniforms and speaking with foreign-
accented words.

Acting Pilot Officer Len Cutler of
Barking, Essex, England, is typical
of the young Royal Air Force cfficers
receiving training ot Centralic. A
tall blueeyed youth with a disgrm-
ing smile ond an obvious ecgerness
in his memner, he has completed five

months of 1h 36 week ']}'“g course.

With him was 22 year old Alberto
u-:kules :} .v!l an, ltaly, a second year
student in vﬂuemn{xuu"al Engineering
at the University of Milan, who after
studying English for two months in
his homeland before coming to Can-
ada speaks and understands our lan-
guage with en easy familiarity.

Alberto explained, in answer o
my question concemning the fluency
with which he spoke English, that
the two months training in English
he had received in Italy before com-
ing fto Canoda had helped him
greatly in mastering the longuoge.
Italion youths who are sent to this
counfiry under the NATO agreement
for Air Crew instruction are given
this shorl course, 1o help them adjust
themselves to their Canadian enwir-
onment.

Apparently however, according to
Flying Officer O. ]. Brigden, of North
Bay, Ont., such was not always the
case. F/O Brigden, an experienced

by Hight Cadel Gary Smith

Flying Control Officer. tells about the
time that an lialion student became
lost somewhere near Centralia in
pretty bad flying weather.

"This chap,” relates Brigden, "'must
hawve panicked when he found him-
self alone in the air in such a ruckus,
I heard him calling to us in a worried
tone that he couldn't see anything
I tried repeatedly but without success
to make him understond what we
wonted him to do.”

"We finally had to bring another
[talion student into the tower to trans-
late for us.”

"With somebody speaking fo him
in his native Italion,” remembers
Brigden, "the boy had no difficulty
getting himself out of trouble.” The
curious thing aboul that case in the
minds of meny of the fraining staf
at Ceniralia, is not that the incident
happened but rather that it did not
happen more cften. Conada's first
class of NATO trainees arrived here
with a wery noticeable lack of fam-
iliarity with English. The training dif-
ficulties subsequently encountered
can be readily imagined.

Cnece the longuage problem be-
came apparent, RCAF training offi-
cials cautioned the NATO couniries
who contemplated sending trainees
to Conada o make cerlain thal the

prospective air crew members were
familiar with English before arrival.

The opportunities that I had to talk
with Ttalion ond Belgian student
pilots at Centralia proved how much
more successful the Air Crew course
has been with just a small amount
of pre-training instruction in English.

The areatest difficulty now is the
lack of mastery of English shown by
the French Trainees.

A French Air Force Lisuienont
nomed Galibert, ligison officer at
Ceniralia, explained why the lan-
guage difficulty remained for momy
of the French youths.

Apparently omong the French
there remains the misconception that
all Canadions are bilingual. With
this in mind, French airmen hawve
come to Canada expecting to find
the French longuage in ready use
across the couniry. Most of the
French could find litile recson for
making a serious study of the English
language when they believed French
o be so widely used here.

“In the future,” soid Lieutenant
Galibert, “our students will come to
Canoda better prepared to take Eng-
lish instruction.”

We also leamed thot RCAF offi-
cers had made early attempts to give
some instruction in French. F/Q G.
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R. Ayres of Toronto, Ont, who is a
French linguist himself, and who had
a hond in the earlier training, ex-
plained that the system didn't work
well because of the many necessary
changes in personnel and the lack
of bilingual instructors.

The Trainees' Mess ot Centralia is
a rather disconcerting place during
the ewvenings. One is newver quite
sure how to address anybody, except,
perhaps for the RCAF Flight Cadets
and the Royal Air Force Acting Pilot
Officers, both of whom wear the fam-
ilior Air Force Blue.

The French student pilot wears a
dark blue service wedge that is rem-
iniscent of the Royal Military College
dress cap. The ltalion youths sport
handsome peaked caps of a gray
blue that lock entirely too small until
one gets used to locking at them.

Some of the NATO couniries, the
Norwegians for example, wear uni-
forms of a material that is decidedly
similar in colour and cut to the
RCAF's winter 5A Blues. During the
summer months, howewver, khaki pre-
dominates almost completely among
all trainees and only the head wear
and rank insionia are different.

Chnly a few months before | ar-
rived at Centralia an I[talion Lieut-
enant named Verna Leone had in-
nocently set the RCAF Centralia fe-
male set rather agog when somecne
discovered that he was a bona fide
Italiom count. Vermma Lecne, as il
came out, was o tall quiet youth with
a pleasant and retiring manner who,
o the utter consternation of the gals,
departed as he had arrived—a bach-
elor. Another young Italion officer,
a Lieutenant Brazzola who had gradu-
ated from Centralia with Verna Le-
one, was the son of a ranking Italion
general.

Apparently only the Halians had
been represented by nobility. None
of the French or Belgion youths |

subsequently questioned could re-
member cny French barons. Pilot
Officer Len Cutler smiled politely,
said, “No, he didn't think he could
remember meeting any dukes in the
RAF NATO Ranks."

Both Caonadion food and the
weather came in for discussion when
I asked for comments on the Domi-
nion’'s eating habits.

Sergeant Lamberto Tamburinelli
of Rome, an Economics student at an
Italion University, smiled wryly
when | mentioned spaghetti The
Canadian dish apparently shouldn't
be mentioned in the same breath
with the real Iltalion product. A
French airman named-Degeilh who
was standing by, nodded his head
vehemently in approval of what
Tamburinelli had said about Can-
adian cuisine.

Acting Pilot Officer R.G. Bowie,
who hdils from the northern part of
Scotland liked Canadion weather.
“I's wonderful,” he told me, “not to
be bothered by those fogs we have
at home." The wide variety of Can-
adian weather, cold in winter and
heat in summer, appealed to many
of the NATO students, but a few of
the Italian youths locked a bit un-
comfortable when I mentioned snow.

I spent a whole evening talking to
seven young men in the pleasant
lounge of the Trainees' Mess. The
seven irainees had been ot Centralia
for at least two months and all were
comfortably at ease. The feeling of
comradeship among the seven, two
Italions, two RAF Pilot Officers, a
French girman and a couple of Can-
adican Flight Cadels was very notice-
able.

Finally I had no more questions.
The seven had all talked freely, ans-
wering every question that had been
fired at them. Mow [ was out of am-
munition. | got up to leave and sud-
denly hod on inspiration.

"What,” I said slyly, “do you think
of Canadion girls?"

Sekules answered that one. "May-
be.” he said, "they feel that they are
a little bit too . . . imporiant.” He
frowned.

Then he brightened. "“But they are
very . . . how do you say it?"

“They have . . . oocomph,” sug-
gested Tamburinelli.

Even the Canadion boys smiled.

You can subscribe to VOXAIR
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Hu.l'!'}-n-wd comes to Winnipeg . .

It Won't
Be Long Now!

IN MID-JUNE, our thealre was

closed for alierations.
Many expected the usual sum-

=)
sl!}
(¥

lecn-up—picking up pecnut
shells, irimming cobwebs, repair-
ing the ventilation system, gather-
ing Junior's slighily used six-
shooter caps and all the cctivities
that are carried on throughout
service theatres during the summer

w will readily
t such wide

[ Howewver, few
accept the foct tha
spread renovations are now in pro-
gress cnd they will truly get the
surprise of their passive existence
when comes opening night. So, o
ob them of a very pleasant sur-
prise, cn this page appears two re-
productions of the lighting plan.
Now, we do lose something in the
translation. Unfortunately, it is dif-
ficult to imagine subtle blues, yel-

lows and reds in a black and white
photograph — but that much sur-
prise is still in store for you.

The interior of the Cinema will
have g seating capacity of 430 with
prime considerations being given to
comfort, safety and convenience.
Under the heading of convenience,
naturally, comes the best films
available at rock bottom admission
prices.

All being well, the new "palais
de flick” will have its grand re-
opening in mid-October.

Subdued lighting sets the fone in the foyer, where movie-goers accustom their

eyes fto the darkness within,

Quife a change, isn’t it? The exterior of the Cinema introduces neon display
lighting to Stevenson Field.

"LEROY"" WATCHES
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#3 Wing

Royal Canadian Air Cadets

F. COOPER, O.B.E.

By WCT.

ON SEPTEMBER 1, 1947, No. 3 Wing
of the Royal Canadian Air Cadets
was organized, but was not authorized
to operate until April 1, 1948. Like
all newly organized umits, Standing
Orders had to be promulgated, and
then a working system organized.
The wing consists of six squadrons,
consisting of 6 Jim Whitecross; 170
St. James, sponsored by the St. James
Kiwanis; 176, sponsored by the Op-
timist Club; 177, sponsored by Trans
(Canada Air Lines employees; and
220, under the sponsorship of the
iation, Manitoba Branch.

is close to 500, including all ranks.

The wing staff consists of the Com-
manding Officer, who is Wing Com-
mander Tommy Cooper; the Adju-
tant's daties are handled by F/L Stan.
Denning; and the Supply Officer of
the Wing is F/L Art Jowett, C.D. Also
attached to the wing is a flight lieu-
tenant Fadio Officer, whose position
is at present vacant. Each squadron
has its own CO, Adjutant, Supply
Officer and Instructors according to
squadron strength.

All training is the responsibility
of the Wing Commander, who in
turn places the training responsi-
bilities upon the squadron CO's. The
training Syllabus is laid down by
RCAF Training Command, but the
program is the respensibility of the
Wing Commander.

Subjects useful both to the boys
and the Service are taught. Great
emphasis is placed upon teaching the
lads, first of all, to become good
citizens. The indoctrination into ser-
vice life seems to follow automatically.

The boys are keen and very smart.
They are proud cof the uniforms they
wear. Benefits to the boys are num-
erous—scholarships to Royal Roads
are available and training courses
are given at the different flying clubs.
There are visits to England, and to
the United States, and technical
courses with the Royal Canadian Air
Force as well.

The winter activities hawve just com-
menced, and the program, as laid
down, calls for sports, shooting and
many technical subjects.

The wing has many good marks-
men who have walked away with

e

some good prizes in the M.RR.A. and
the D.CR.A. These boys can show
the old timers a thing or two on the
range. No attempt will be made to
brag about the squadrons, but they
will do it themselves in future articles.

Come over and see the boys in
action any Monday, Tuesday or Wed-
nesday evening at 7.30 at the old
No. 5 Release Center. It will do you
and them a lot of good.

You can subscribe to

VOXAIR
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Belgian Underground

MY INTENTIONS were to help my
country like my father had done in
1914 working for the “Intelligent Ser-
vice," for which he later paid with
his life. Groups were organizing
themselves for sabotage and the Ger-
mans immediately posted some of
their men as civil agents who spoke
French: fluently. These were called
the “"White Army.”" My vivid desire
was to join one of these groups, but
I was afraid to approach anyone
thinking he might be one of those
agents or & traitor who would have
betrayed me in favor of the enemy.

After waiting one year I finally had
the chance of realizing my desire. |
was taking professional coiffeur
courses at night from a Mr. Meau,
who inspired me with great con-
fidence in my work. I tried finding
out things akout him, and it was
many months later that | realized that
he was a patriot. One day [ decided
to ask the help of my professor in
helping ocut some of my friends in
some financial difficulties, but it was
three weeks before he gave me the
1,000 francs for my friend. I knew he
had been asking aro about me,
but it:was oniy a month later that he
asked me if | would accept the risks
of helping them. I told him that | had
waited a’'vyear for this opportunity.
So this was how | joined the "Re-
sistance.”

by Tony Van Lis

I would like to explain a little of
how the “Resistance’’ functioned: We
congsisted of three groups. First group
consisted of sabotage against the po-
tentiality of the enemy, such as rail-
roads, telecommunications, factories,
etc. Second group was called "Les
troupes de choc,'” who specialized in
collecting all the money and stamps
in any way possible. They organized
armed attacks in factories and admin-
istrative buildings. Third group, who
were unarmed, were in charge of
distributing the money, ration stamps,
etc., and also false identity cards to
the various individuals of the resist-
ance and others who helped them.
They were also assigned to help allied
soldiers who were caught in the
enemy lines.

My part at the beginning was to
deliver the sums of money and ration
stamps to a list of names my chief had
given me. | had to make them sign
for it before | could give it to them.
One night | had a new name on my
list, I was a little suspicious when I
got there because of the manner I
was received. The man seemed quite
surprised to see me. | felt something
was wrong, 5o [ listened and when [
heard somebody speaking German
in the other room | escaped by the
window leading through the garden.
A few days later we learned that my
chief had given me a wrong address,

so it was lucky for me I had escaped
along with those persons’ names I
had on the list.

A few months later I was assigned
to work for a man named Mr. Belfosse.
His job was to make false identity
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cards to those especially wanted by
the enemy. The Germans became
more demanding toward the popula-
tion, more and more men were taken
and forced to work in factories in
Germany. There were some who re-
fused to go; it became very difficult
for us to help them. Even I was called
to report to the “"Werbeustal' -office
of the designation of work in Ger-
many. Immediately, I reported to the
doctor of our organization and he
gave me a false certificate saying I
had some blood disease; but that
wouldn't have worked if we hadn't
had a nurse working in the German
hospital as one of our agents. A few
days later I was told I wasn't capable
of doing the work and was allowed
to go home.

The sabotage group was doing very
well—organizing train wrecks and
stealing gas from the enemy. Of
course, the police was being more
severe; showplaces and cinemas were
closed down, people were detained
and shot for the slighlest reason, all
circulation was stopped from 6 o'clock
at night to 6 o'clock in the morning.
But we were not at a standstill, some
of our men dressed as German sol-
diers stole ammunitions and rations.
It was always distributed later to
some of our men and to those in need.
In July 1942 1 was recalled by the
(Germans to go to work in Germany;
again I got a false cerfificate from
our Doctor Pirson, but this time the
nurse who had helped us before had
been betrayed by a traitor and shot.
Paying no attention to my certificate
they gave me a medical examination
and told me I was medically fit to
work. They gave me my papers fo
report for work in Bochum, Germany,
but my chief superior, Mr. Drion,
ordered me to take a rest in the
country and he gave me a false
identity card just in case for protec-
tion.

I went north, where some Iriends
helped me when I explained the
situation to them, telling them [ needed
a rest. A month later I had a letter
from my wife saying that the Germans
had questioned her as to my where-
abouts, but she told them I had left
for Germany on the 10th of July and
hadn’t seen me since. Fearing for the
salety of my wife I decided to pay a
visit to my chief, explaining the case
to him. It was decided that I was to
work in my boss’ salon until T could
contact this secret service agent, who
helped me get a work permit saying
that my wite was sick and that [ had
to attend to her continually. He also
got me some rations stamps. Finally
I was able to return to my activities
in our service.

Continued on next poge.
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Cme day I helped with a mission in
broad daylight. We stole a German
truck loaded with money and stamps.
In all, we had 6,000 francs, which we
distributed later to those in need. A
few days later we were suspicious
that our HOs where we kept our guns
and ammunitions was being watched,
and the chief decided to hold a
funeral for cne of the persons who
had been killed that day. So we
loaded our guns in the coffin and
were parading in the city with the
German soldiers all around. Little
did they know that there were guns
and not a body in our coffin. It was
really funny to see them taking oft
their hats or saluting the coffin.

There was also the grim side of
things—for instance, when some of
our men were caught and tortured
to try and make them rewveal the
names of their comrades, one of them
threw himself to his death from one
of the windows in a Gestapo office
rather than talk. Others, sold by the
traitors, killed themselves rather than
be tortured by Germans. Of course,
when we caught some of these traitors
we took them in the woods and shot
them, then we attached a sign stating,
“He paid the price of Treason.”

Later I was assigned by our chief,
Mr. Drion, to act as a quide because
I could speak English to help our
allied soldiers. We were called " Ailes
Brisees,”" meaning ‘'Broken Wings."
I was to help those whose planes had
been shot down by our enemies.
Later | was given an honorary diploma
for service rendered in the organ-
ization. I was io help Americans,
Canadians and British men find shel-
ter in some of our farms until we
could smuggle them out of the coun-
try to France, Spain and Portugal.
They were all supplied with false
identity cards and rations. 1 had to
provide them with fake names, and
after a briefing I turned them owver to
another guide who would make the
journey with them. There were times
I had to question these airmen as to
their trades (pilots, navigators, radio,
etc.): on cne of these occasions, fear-
ing we were dealing with traitors, I
asked these two airmen for their “'dog
tags.” They turned out to be Lt
George Wedd of Pennsylvania and
St. Franchine Depew from New York.
Our organizations were always in con-
tact as to the identity of these airmen.

To be confinved in a
future edition

You can subscribe to
VOXAIR
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EVERYONE

isa PR

By CPL. L. L.

PUBLIC RELATIONS is the medium
through which the Armed Services
are presented to the public. Through
this medium the relation can be good
or bad, depending upon the per-
sonnel in the Service and their atti-
tude with the public in general.

It is the policy that one or more
persons be appointed PROs (Public
Relations Officers), and through these
the RCAF is introduced to the public,
acquainting them with certain phases
of training and other pertinent details
that is of general interest to them.
This is usually accomplished by liai-
son with representatives of the press,
radio, and now, with the inauguration
of television in many parts of Canada,
the RCAF will, from time to time,
make its appearance in relations with
the public on television.

Public relations, however, does not
stop here. Every member of the RCAF
is a PRO and should strive to always
attain and keep a good relationship
with the public. This can be accom-
plished in many ways: a few are
deportment, courtesy, paying of com-
pliments, politeness and numerous
other small but wery important fac-
tors which are essential and expected
from members of the RCAF. By attain-
ing these qualities, you as an indi-
vidual, and the units to which you
belong become better respected by
the public.

Have you ever stood by, and
watched a parade? Possibly some-
where in the audience you have
heard the remark, "That is certainly
a smart paradel”—or possibly the

HAGGERTY

remark has not been quite so polite.
What is your reaction? [ venture to
say that if you are in uniform, and
hear the first remark you will prob-
ably feel quite proud. But if the latter
remark is passed, you quistly make
an exit, feeling a little embarrassed.
Did you ewer ask yourself “Why"?
Public opinion has expressed itself,
and whenever the Service is in the
public eye, that expression is always
there. The impression that you leave
with the public as an individual or a
group is either good or bad. There is
no half-way mark.

Here again your relationship with
the public must be closely guarded
at all times to reflect favprable im-
pressions with the RCAF. Although a

small majority of the RCAF are offi- -

cially designated to represent us in
relations with the public, all of us
can contribute to better understand-
ings and harmony by representing
the RCAF in a high standard.

.. AND wWHA" DO YOU

THINK | waS DOIN' i
PisaLLE on THAT MiGHT T

Do you suffer from shark bite?
Various sharks are exceedingly
destructive to smaller fishes and
also to lobsters, crabs, squids, and
other invertebrates, but wery few
are dangerous to man. Only the
powerful man-eater shark, a huge
mackerel-like species, sometimes 40
feet long, is definitely known to
atfack bathers.

|
|
|
|
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SPORT SPOTLIGHT

FASTBALL

ON AUGUST 27th at Fort Osbome
Barracks, the final curtain fell on the

Inter-Service Fastball League. W

the nine loking
the ch in four straight

f 14-1, 95 11-4.
game was by far

in this upset

games by
and 14-11. T

the most

as the

gove. Crn

v+ hod

B rrur 1viled
ne Army pikcn-

caore 10

: word of thanks to
all the loyal and staunch fons who
gave their i | i drive in
the tight spots and
matter i

NowW QOIS

ire lookad.

Once ulations RCAF
Station your hard

CRICEET

The RCAF station Winnipeg crickel
team added yet another laurel to
the station by way of winning the
Fort Garry Trophy, emblematic of
Manitoba cricket supremacy by
downing the RCAF from Gimli by
severn wickets. '

Bolh teoms were comprised of
RAF personnel aond produced the
ype of cricket only the English are
capable of. Congratulations on your
well deserved wictory.

By Cpl. J. Speirs

BASKETBALL

With the fall and winter sports now

being orgomized, there should be
some very interesting nights of enter-

tainment ahead for the basketball
fons. A station team will be formed
to compete in the Inter-Service Leo-
gue, also a flight cadet team will be
formed and will mest similar opposi-
tion from Gimli McDonald and pos-
sibly Portage la Prairie.

BOWLING

Bowling teams are now in the pro-
cess of organization for both mixed
and Inter-station leagues. Keep your
eyes on DRO's for the official open-
ing of the league.

HOCEEY

The hockey team should be well
info ifs training programme by the
time the next edition of VOXAIR hits
the newsstand, but remember if you
are o new member of the station “It's
never too late to get in shape.” New
blood is always welcome. We hope
to have a winner in the Inter-Service
League this year.

STATION WINNIPEG'S BARBER SHOP

Barbers Left to Righl: Peter Panchuk, Reg Plani, Tony Van Lis, and genial proprietor Lou Caoncilla, who has been dealing with
assorted heads since 1930 in suck centres as Portland, Vancouwver, and now Winnipeg.
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MARTIM-SEMOUR PAINTS
Glass of all Kind

THE WINNIPEG PAINT & GLASS COMPANY, LIMITED

BUILDING SUPPLY SPECIALISTS

179 MOTRE DAME, & GERTRUDE & SCOTT, Winnipeg

Lumber and Millwork
Builder's Hardware

BRANCH AT SASKATOOM

BADMINTON

The station Badminton league has
already swung into high gear, any-
one wishing to become a member
please contact Mr. McISAAC at the
station Met Section. Incidentally,
the badminton club maode a clean
sweep of the Inter - Service tourna-
ment last season. Best wishes for
another successhul season.

A modern high-speed

press

The Woof

and Warp ...

The soldier was reading a letter
from his wife and didnt seem too
pleased about it

“What's the matter?” asked his
chum. “lIs there trouble at home?”

"Well, not exactly,” replied th
soldier, “"but we've got a freak in the
family. It says here, "You won't
know Willle when you come back,
he's grown another foot." "

Owerheard in the cold war: The
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to the fact that Russion women do a
man’'s work and get a man's pay.

That's nothing, over here women
can get a man's pay without doin:
any work ot all

— W —
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During this long period the company has woven itself into the fabric of Can-
ada's business . . . part of the woof and warp of Canadion commerce.
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2 A”S’ GRADUATING

COURSE 25 sprang to life at the end
of January 1952, and has gradually
grown from the sapling to the adult
plant, and with subsequent pruning
has blossomed as per ANS catalog.

It appears that we once had no-
tions of independence and a yen for
fame which was, unfortunately, manu-
fested as notoriety. This phase has
long passed in firm but timely reform,
and we (as a course, let it be said)
have become respectable.

The course has about equal repre-
sentation of French, Canadian and
British students, and though we do
say it ourselves, we have lived not
only in peace but in very amiable
comradeship for these past nine
months.

If as a course, we are not entirely
original or individualistic, it is not
for the lack of effort on the part of
certain members. Although the prim-
ary aim has been to attain proficiency
in navigation, we have not passed up
creative opportunities and with com-
mendable application, have attempted
some reform here and there in spite

of the reactionary attitude of "B and
A" We are all well acquainted with
the navigation "'Gremlins,’" all Mks.,
and many of us have obtained remark-
ably fine fixes from grease spots,
proving without doubt that we were
right in the centre of the astro dome.
There are those among us who may
have thought that “the six little men
of planning” prepare the weekly pro-
gram, and possibly the cadet who
wrote 'Pilots” when eompiling a list
of navigation aids, has since been
forgiven.

Bs is usual with such a group, the
course contains its own individual-
istic elements, which may be gen-
erally categorized as the bridge fiends
{fluctuates in number, according to
the financial state), the “gay life”
types (likewise) and those who thought
they would “stay-at-home-and-save-
money - and - get - some - work - done”’
(almost invariably give in about 8
pm., whatever the financial state,
and gad about).

The admixture of the native dia-
lects, if they will pardon this expres-

CLASS

sion, of warious course members of
London, Manchester, Vancouver,
Cape Breton, Paris and the Landes,
has produced much humorcus con-
fusion, not to mention reducing the
billets to a fair imitation of the Tower
of Babe! on occasicns.

It is impossible to make mention of
pach individual course member, and
we choose lo remain to the end of
the course. As a course then, we

should like to thank everyone who

has been concerned with the well
nigh heart-breaking task’ of guiding
us to graduation, and we would dedi-
cate a more than dutiful word of
thanks to the ground crew and the
whole administrative staff whose ef-
forts continue to assist the steady
stream of would-be navigators fo the
culmination of their training.

Our sincerely intended, if poorly
expressed, wish in parting is that
every course that follows us may
have such a happy and fruitful stay
as we of Course 25.

You can subscribe to VOXAIR

AIR FEVER
By P/O E. W. CouLrEs

I must go up in the air again,

To the CB. clouds and the sky.
And all I ask is a Beechcraft

And the sun to steer her by:

With asco checks and drifts fo take
And o worried pilot swearing;

And a second nav who's far too sick
To take a radio bearing.

I must go on a five hour trip

To The Pas or Hudsons Bay:
Hoping we won't cross the border
Into the U.S.A.

And all | ask is that B and A
Have mercy on my soul

And give me over sixty marks,
To help me reach my goal.

I must go up in the air again,

For the call of a astro Hight

Is a wild call and a clear call
Continuing all the night.

And all I ask is that the foulls
And errors that | have made,

Will not prevent me from appearing
On the wings parade.
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IN THE EARLY SUMMER cof 1940 the
eyes of the world were focussed upon
the narrow strip of water separating
(Great Britain from the continent of
Europe. To all men who believed in
democracy, in freedom, truth, justice
and human decency, that narrow
channel represented the last barrier
against the forces of a new power of
darkness that was threatening Chris-
tian civilization. Poland had been
crushed: Norway and Denmark had
fallen; the Netherlands, Belgium, Lux-
embourg and France had been over-
whelmed by Hitler's Nazis. Musso-
lini's Italy had snatched at the oppor-
tunity to enter the war in hope of
securing some of the victor's spoils.
From North Cape to the Pyrenees the
victorious might of Nazidom was ar-
rayed, facing westward toward the
only opponent remaining in the lists
— Britain, the Dominions and the
Empire. The next few weeks would
witness a trial of strength upon which
the cause of human freedom de-
pended. What was freedom’s crder
of Battle? The Royal MNawvy—which
would operate at a decided dis-
advantage in such restricted waters;
the British Army—now sadly handi-
capped by the loss of much of its
equipment; the Royal Air Force—oul-
numbered by the great air flests of
the Luftwaffe; and the innate qualities
of the British people, epitomized in
one of the greatest leaders in the
long history of that people.

Control of the air was the essential
prerequisite to success in the Battle
of Britain. If the Luftwaffe could win
and retain control over the Strait and
Channel long enough to permit the
invasion fleets to cross and gain a
beach-head, Britain might well follow
in the list of Nazi conquests. It was
upon the Royal Air Force then, and

particularly upon Fighter Command,
that the heavy responsibility rested
of being Britain's first line of defence
against invasion. Were the fifty squad-
rons of Hurricanes dnd Spitfires equal
to the task? Could David again over-
throw Goliath? There was one hope-
ful indication, although its full sig-
nificance was little appreciated at the
time. Owver Dunkirk the fighters of the
RAF had come to grips with the Luft-
waffe and had taken a heavy toll.
Without the fighter cowver, the story
of the Dunkirk beaches could have
been much more tragic. But could
our squadrons, exhausted by the great
demands made upon them in the
Battle of France, meet this new chal-
lenge?

France fell on June 17th; the next
day Prime Minister Churchill warned
the House of Commons that the Battle
of Britain was about to begin. It is
difficult to assign precise dates for
the Battle. It did not begin with a
thundering barrage at H-hour on D-
day, nor did it end at any specific
hour or day. In one sense the Battle
started with the fall of France and
continued well into 1941. Air Min-
istry, however, had accepted the dates
Tuly 10th and October 31st, 1940, as
being the most convenient to mark
the opening and termination of the
Battle. Although the selection has, of
necessity, been somewhat arbitrary,
the period between these dates does
cover the major Luftwaffe activity
against Britain.

Before the Battle began there was
an interval of several weeks, a breath-
ing spell during which the Luftwaffe
rested from its arduous six-weeks
blitzkrieq, moved forward to new
bases in the Low Countries and North-
ern France, collected replacements
of aircraft and personnel, organi
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lines of communication and gathered
all the varied supplies of bombs, am-
munition, fuel, spares and equipment
necessary for the best campaign. The
Wehrmacht too was making prepara-
tions, moving up troops and supplies
and collecting barges for the invasion
fieet. The Luftwaffe's preparations re-
quired six or seven weeks for com-
pletion; but before the full-scale as-
sault could be launched there was
some preliminary skirmishing over
the Channel in which small forces
bombed Portland and coastal con-
voys. On July 10th a sudden quicken-
ing was evident in these activities:
two formations of 150 aircraft, the
largest force yet used, attacked a
Engvoy off Dover. The Battle of Britain

a ;
The contest that followed can be
divided into three phases. The first
covering approximately forty days
(Tuly 10th to August 18th), was the
period during which Goering sought
to owerwhelm Britain's fighter de-
fences by heavy attacks on coastal
shipping, harbors, airfields, radio lo-
cation stations and aircraft factories.
This period reached its climax in the
ten days August Bth to 18th, when the
Zerman Air Force, its preparations
now completed, launched a series
of mass attacks on a wide front in a
supreme effort to eliminate our fighter
squadrons and open the way for inva-
sion. Fighter Command was called
upon for intensive efforts on a scale
greater than at any other time in the
Battle. But Goering's effort failed.
Air supremacy over the Channel and
Strait was not achieved. Far from
exhausting our fighter forces the Lut-
waffe itself sulfered crippling losses
and had to change its tactics.

(Continued next page)

After a five days’ respite (August
19th to 23rd), the second phase be-
gan, with London the chief objective
for great formations of bombers es-
corted by swarms of fighters. This
was the climax of the air battle and
was probably intendéd by the MNazis
to be the prelude to the actual inva-
sion. Their preparations for the land
battle appeared to be complete and
Hitler issued his solemn warning,
“We shall come.” For five weeks
(August 24th to September 2Tth) the
ordeal of London continued, rising to
a peak on September 15th when the
Luftwaffe suffered a major deleat.
(Great damage was inflicted on the
capital, but once again the Luftwaffe
failed to attain its objective. The heart
of the Empire was not paralyzed, nor
was the spirit of its people broken.
“We can take it!'" was their defiant
reply. German bomber losses became
so great that a continuation of this
phase was impossible. Once again
there was a change in tactics. Sep-
tember 15th had marked a definite
turn in the course of the Battle; it
was the beginning of the end.

On September 28th the third and
final phase opened, a "battle of attri-
tion,” which continued until the end
of October. Forced to abandon the
use of his bombers for mass daylight
attack, Goering now resorted to fighter
sweeps by squadrons of high-flying
Messerschmidtt fighters and fighter-
bombers. This attempt to wear down
our fighter defences was in itself an
admission of defeat, and like the
others it failed. By the end of October
the pressure on Fighter Command
had definitely eased; waves still beat
upen the defences, the night assault
was still raging, but the menace of
invasion for that year had passed.
The Battle had been won.

This brief summary of the air as-
sault upon southeast England is not a
complete picture of the Battle of
Britain. The Battle was not fought
solely in the air, nor was the responsi-
bility of guarding Britain from inva-
sion the exclusive tive of
Fighter Command. It was fought on
the ground and with the Nazi fortress.

The ground crews who serviced
the Hurricanes and Spitfires, the men
and women who manned the opera-
tions rooms, and operated the signals
and communication services, the in-
telligence and equipment staffs, the
administrative personnel and all those
who kept units, airfields and head-
quarters operating efficiently, they
too had their share in the victory.

Special mention must be made of
the radio location (or radar) stations
dotted along the English coast. The
early warning which they gave of the
approach of raiders made it possible

for our fighter squadrons to take off
in time to intercept the enemy. Fighter
Command was able to conserve its
strength until needed and then, fore-
warned by radar, deliver the maxi-
mum effort at the right place and time.
Without radar the Battle of Britain
might well have had a different end-
ing. Supplementing the chain of radar
stations was the network of Observer
Corps posts which plotted enemy
formations as they penetrated inland.
Together radar and Observer Corps
constituted a vital factor in the air
defence of Britain and contributed
immeasurably to the wvictory of the

Anti-aircraft Command and Balloon
Command had their share too in de-
fending the island's vital targets and

in bringing about the defeat of the
Luftwaffe. Nor should it be forgotten
that the worker in the factory, the
clerk in his office, the housewife in
her kitchen, all the humble men and
women who endured the storm of
bomb and fire, they too “'stood in the
breach” and helped keep "'the way
open to man's vast future.”

The spectacular victories won by
Fighter Command have tended to
overshadow the fact that the other
commands of the Royal Air Force
were still engaged in the Battle. While
Fighter Command was defending Brit-
ain, Bomber and Coastal Commands
were carrying the battle to the enemy
and by their assault on Nazi-held

(Continued on page 31)

Congratulations
Felicitations
Proficiat

Tillykke

NATO GRADUATES
/o

THE McLAREN HOTEL

MAIN ST. AT RUPERT
WINNIPEG, MAN.
Phone 2-7314

(yaut M FHosts:

FRED DANGERFIELD
GEORGE DANGERFIELD

THE KIRKFIELD HOTEL

KIRKFIELD PARK
WINNIPEG, MAN.
Phone B6-1905

JACK DANGERFIELD
FORBES RANKIN

21




id

Current Affairs ...

KOREA

1 As at September 159th, there had
been no talks at Panmunjom
since July 26th. The deadlock over
forced wersus wvoluntary repatriation
of prisoners was still the only truce
issue in dispute. Briel weekly meet-
ings have been held simply to declare
another recess. As a result, it is
believed to be the conviction of US
officials that the likelihood of a settle-
ment at Panmunjom is exceedingly
remote. Mr. Acheson told a press
conference that the US is preparing
for a tull-dress debate on Korea when
the UN General Assembly convenes
in its new guarters on October 14th.
The US has opposed previous moves
to discuss the Korean stalemate in

the UN.

EGYPT
2 General Naguib' plan to break
up the great landholdings and
re-distribute the wealth of Egypt more
equitably among the people is meet-
ing little criticism from neutral ob-
servers. It is being pointed out how-
ever, that such a policy in itself does
not touch the basic cause of Egyptian
poverty. If Egypt's total national in-
come for 1980 were divided equally

each would receive the equivalent of
only $103. Further, the population is
increasing at the rate of about 300,000
annually, while total available wealth
remains virtually the same. The exces-
sive number of very small holdings is
a major cause of low productivity in
Egyptian agriculture—and it is feared
that the land reform program, though
commendable from a social point of
view, may accentuate this condition
further. It is felt that if a way is not
found either to increase the resources
quickly and far beyond anything now
in sight, or radically to limit the
population, starvation will stalk some
of the richest soil in the world.

STRASBOURG

Jean Monnet, French economic

expert, the framer of the Schu-
mann Plan and France's leading ex-
ponent of European unity, set the
theme of the new Assembly of the
European Ceal and Steel Community.
He said in part: ""This union cannot
be based solely on good will. The
tragic events through which we have
lived . . . have perhaps rendered us
much wiser. But men pass and others
will take their places. What we can
leave them are institutions. The life
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by F'0 S. W. G. Nutter

of institutions is much longer than
that of men and the institutions can
thus, if they are well built, accumulate
and transmit wisdom to successive
generations. The great revolution of
our times . . . commences in these
days in which are constituted the
first supranational institutions of
Europe. . . . With these institutions
now created, that which we can leave
as a heritage to our children com-
mences to be a living reality.” M.
Monnet spoke about the next session
of the assembly in January when the
whole picture of the High Authority
will be given to the representatives,
and when a sorl of first European
budget will be presented, carrying
with it the demand for corresponding
revenue, and thus constituting the
first European tax. He referred to
both British and American recogni-
tion of the community and spoke of
the expected co-operation with the
British. Chancellor Konrad Adenauer
of the West German Federal Republic
supported M. Monnet on every point.

EAST GERMANY

4 The Communist Republic of East
Germany has opened the Leip-
zig trade fair, aimed at increasing

trade ties between East Germany and
the Soviet system generally, on the
one side, and the nations of the West
on the other. Business men from the
West were shown acres of exhibits
from East Germany, the Soviet Union,
China, and the East European satel-
lites; and regaled with tales of good
bargains and easy profits.

At the same time East German
Communists were asking for permis-
sion for a delegation from their par-
liament to wvisit West Germany and
talk to members of the Bundestag
about unity. The delegation was ad-
mitted towards the end of September.
It was unlikely that it would make
much progress, though the idea of
“unity”” is a watchword capable of
raising a strong emocticnal response
anywhere in Germany.

Experienced observers have noted
that these Communist tactics contrast
sharply with Soviet policy lor East
Germany, and with the program which
the East German government under
Russian supervision is carrying out.
There is ample evidence that as far
as planning is concerned much pro-
gress has been made towards the
satellization of East Germany. The
military units of the People's Police
have increased since May from 60,000
to 100,000 men; and have been re-
organized into 24 cadres, each cap-

able of expansion into a division.
There are 400,000 People's Police
altogether and 22 Russian field divi-
sions in East Germany. The majority
of the schools, all the machinery of
rural and urban government, the
bureaucracy and the police are under
Communist control. Attacks against
Evangelical and Catholic churches,
the two chief rallying points for anti-
communist activity, began a month
ago. The political parties which are
recognized in addition to the Com-
munist party offer no overt opposition
to the Russians. They are believed
tolerated in the hope thal their exist-
ence will persuade West Germans
that East Germany is a practicing
democracy, whose union with the
West would be swift and easy.

It is believed the Communists will
wait for' the ratification of the Euro-
pean Defense Community Treaty in
the West, because they believe there
remains some faint hope of uniting
Germany on their terms. Onee this
decisive action has been taken by
the West, the prccess of establishing a
“People's Democracy” in the East
should be quick and sure.

INDIA
The recent arrival of the steam-
ship ""Versilia'" in Bombay har-
bor completed delivery of 2,000,000

tons of grain lent to India under the
India Emergency Food Loan Act
passed by the US Congress last year.
The delivery of this quantity of food
stuff halfway round the world in just
over 12 months by 243 cargo vessels
is being hailed in India as a marvel
of modern transportation. The 2,000, -
000 tons are payable for over a period
of 35 years. Together with $15,000,000
worth of wheat from Canada (under
a special agreement within the Cal-
ombo Plan) it was successful in
achieving its object. There has been
no famine, and hunger has been
widely relieved.

A temperature of approximately
39 deg. F. prevails throughout most
of the waters of the deep sea.

“A lie travels around the world
while Truth is putting on her

boots.” —C. H. Spurgeon

"l would define true courage to
be a perfect sensibility to danger,
and a menial willingness to en-
dure it."

—General W. T. Sherman
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ERIC NICOL ON DRILL

Reprinted from The Winnipeg Tribune

ONE HIGHLIGHT of the war that
Eisenhower and Montgomery for-
got to mention in their memoirs was
compulsory drill.

Ewvery spring, af our unit, some-
body would see an airman moving
slowly through an attention area on
all fours, thoughthully lipping the
unlit butt of a cigarette. Whereupon
the general order went out for a
period of compulscry drill to smart-
en up all personnel.

All personnel took to this idea as
a duck takes to buckshot. It was
surprising yet true that even after
six years of war compulsory drill
had not captured the imagination
as a substitute for liquor or women.

Neo Volunieers

When our bunch assembled on
the parade square for compulsory
drill they demonsirated that the
gentleman who wrote the drill man-
ual was something of a wvisionary,
the Woodrow Wilson of the Stond-
ard Pouse.

There occurred, for instance, the
delightful one-act farce known as
"Calling out the Marker.” Contrary
to the expectations of the author of
the drill manual, there was rarely

any clamor of volunteering to be
marker, with airmen whislling
shrilly at the sergeant major and
pointing to themselves, or any ex-
hibitionism of the sort.

Cmn the contrary, when it became
apparent that the sergeant major
was about to call out a marker, a
mass sell-effocement took place on
ithe edge of the parade square in
which everybody fried to lock like
a blade of grass. Everybody fried
to stand behind everybody else.
A minute's work with pencil and
paper proves that this movement
is a physical impossibility, but it
remained popular with servicemen.

Pure Fiction

A second purely fictional chapter
in that drill manual wes its account
"Falling in on the Marker."” This
never happened in real life. Be-
caouse of the unpopularity of the
positions in the front ronk a flight
would as socon fall in on a leper.
Actually the popular place for fall-
ing in was wherever anybody
thought the middle of the center
rank would be.

Some of the dirtiest fighting of
the war took place in that area,

and it was always a stirring sight
to watch a couple of P. O. veterans
contesting the position—the clever
footwork, the elbows flashing in
and out, the crunch of leather on
bunion and the multered curse of
the vanquished.

The rear rank would become
swollen with the overflow from the
center, while the front ronk was
mustered with difficulty, composed
of the lame cnd the halt, the men-
fally infirm ond a smattering of in-
dividuals who believed in promo-
tiomn.

Size Dilemma

After we had fallen in, we came
to one of the most grisly chapters
in the book, the one where the flight
commander sized the flight. In cold
blood. The order for that terrible
havoc was, 1 believe, "Tallest on
the right, shortest on the left, in
three ranks sizel" My own reaction
to this order was fo sit right down
on the parade square and bawl, 1
never knew whether I was tall or
short and nobody ever told me.

Then, after the font rank had
numbered, | could never recall
whether my file wos even or odd.
Cn one occasion I whispered to the
mon next to me: “Am [ odd?”

"'Queer’ is the word [ would
choose,” he replied drily, ond I
sensed that he was trying to evade
the question.
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Mutual Drill

But by far the worst part of com-
pulscry drill was “"Mutual Instruc-
tion.” This was when the sergeant
handed the squad over to you. It
didn't matter that you didn't wamnt it,
couldn't use it, or already had one.

Standard procedure when handed
a squad to drill was (1) smirk dis-
mally at the squad in a futile af-
tempt to win its sympathy: (2) clear
the throat noisily; (3) screech the
order to quick march from a posi-
tion of standing easy, quickly es-
tablishing yourself as expendable
cannon fodder.

This sort of thing was supposed
to give us confidence in handling
men. In my own case [ leamed to
cower at the sight of men, espe-
cially those | had obliged to march
through a large puddle eight times
in line, five times in threes, and once
in the unusual formation that results
from giving the crder, At the halt,
on the left, incline your wheel,
fellas!"

The drill monual was interesting

reading, | suppose, but give me
good old Tom Swift and His Giant
Magnet every time.
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We’re
Taking a
Drubbing

=T -

An American Comment on Fritish Airvcralft

Whether we like it or not, the Bri-
tish are giving the U.S. a drubbing in
jet transport. We've done our best
fo ignore their inroads on the prized
world market, we've smualy ac-
knowledged their valiant pioneering
efforts and we've thought up every
sound, logical reason why we aren't
preparing to have jet transports fly-
ing until 1958.

But the bald truth is that the British
are forcing the U5, to take up the
challenge—or lose both air traffic on
important world routes ond sales in
important world markets. It is no
longer a matter of rationalizing a de-
cision for the future—the issue is al-
ready ioined. The British howven't
waited for us to make up our minds.

The U.S. attitude toward the de-
velopment of the British jet Comel
transport is very much like the atti-
tude of the farmer whose land has
been flooded frequently, but the
water has never come close to his
house and bams. A new flood came
and the farmer sat on his front porch
with full confidence, but the water
kept coming closer and closer to the
porch. Even as the water lapped at
the front steps the farmer still in-
sisted that it just couldn't be so be-
cause it had never happened belore.

The British drive for leadership of
the wital world transport market is
not yet conclusive. It still isn't ab-
solutely certain. Bul it's moving up

by WAYNE W. PARRISH

most awfully close. The latest sale
of Comets to LAV, the Venezuelan
national airline, is a major victory
and will put the Comet on a route
siraight through the western hemi-
sphere from New York to Buenos
Aires in territory which the U.S. con-
siders to be its own.

The U.S. is cought short for the
very simple reason that the British
have been very un-British in develop-
ing and producing and selling the
jiet Comet. The U.S. reckoned without
the De Havilland Aircraft Co., which
is an anomaly in the British aircraft
industry. By all past experience the
British should have started the Comet
project with a great roll of drums and
looting of trumpets, then fiddled and
fussed around, made wast promises
which couldn’t be fulfilled, and then
permit the U.S. industry to walk in
and capture the morket with volume
sales and output. The trouble with
this idea is that de Havilland is a
first rate outfit which evidently forgot
to read the rules of the British Guide
for Muddling.

While the U.S. talks vaguely of
producing jet transports sometime be-
tween 1958 and 1960, the British hawe
been building, flying and taking or-
ders. Somebody forgot to tell de Haw-
illand to wait until we're ready. It is
now clear that we can't just push a
button and produce a lot of jet trans-
porits and caich up in a few years.

The lead time has become serious for
the future of the U.S. jet market.

When Comet | appeared, the Am-
ericon designers and operators were
dutifully critical. Comet | is not an
economical airplane to operate. It
has plenty of bugs. If de Hawilland
had operated in British tradition it
would have fussed over Comet I for
so long that it would have missed the
world market. But de Havilland con-
tinued to build Comet I's and has
sold the lot. Now it is building Comet
II, which will also have imperfec-
tions, but it is selling this lot, too.
Next will be Comet I[II. And then, by
the time we are just testing our first
models, de Havilland expects to be
producing Comet IV, which will be a
fried and tested production airplane
combining all of the lessons and de-
velopment of the earlier models.

The U.8. is on a spot. Its circraft
monufocturers are wailing for the
domestic airlines to place orders suf-
ficiently firm to warrant an cutlay of
a great deal of money for prototypes
and tooling. The domestic operators
have had sound reasons for wanting
to wait. But the US. international
airlines are going to have to compete
in all parts of the world against Bri-
tish Comets—over the Atlantic, over
the Pacific, in Europe, South Amer-
ica, Africa, and Asia. Our domestic
airlines are not much concerned, yet
—but the U.S. should be.
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But it isn't just the competition for
traffic that is so vital at this point. It's
the inroads the British have made on
sales in the world market. In these
days when a new iransport cosis
$2,000,000 and more, sales to stra-
tegically lecated airlines are wvitally
important. The market is not too big
at best and profit margins are not
only slim but are based on grabbing
a big percentage of the market. The
1.5, is losing some important sales.
The Comet has penetrated to Japan,
France, South America and other
places. If we had the product for
sale, the U.S. would have no wor-
ries. But 1958 is a long way off.

Why hawve the British been so suc-
cessful? Cne important reascn is that
the British government, which works
closely with its monufocturing in-
dustry, made it a policy at the end of
World War 11 to concentrate on jet
transport. This policy has become
almost a holy crusade—a desperate,
consecrated effort to capture world
leadership. Another reason is that
de Havilland is tops by a wide mar-
gin in the British industry. Still an-
other reason is thal. Britain has lent
every diplomatic aid possible to help
push Comef sales. A British ambaos-
sador is an airplane salesman. Sell-
ing British jets is a national crusade.
It has cost the British a lot of money
—but the gamble has cnother six or
eight years to pay off.

Why are we lagging so far behind?
There are a number of reasons. The
biggest customers of U.5. moanufac-
turers, domestic airlines, have set
forth sound rational reasons why
they don’t want to rush into jet. En-
gines aren't ready for easy mainten-
ance. Present jet cperating costs are
high. Traffic control and airports
aren't ready. No new financing of
equipment con be undertaken until
present new fleets are depreciated.
Monufacturers can't spend money
until orders are in sight. There is no
national policy to encourage or help
gither operators or manufocturers.
The military services hove frowned
on jet transport. We have no Min-
istry of Civil Aviation. A U.S. am-
bassador would as scon be caught
dead as aid a U.S. airplane sale.

So here we are, with blueprints by
the thousands, with all of the reasons
in the world for not rushing into jet
transport. while the Comet is doing
the impossible. The Comet should
not be flying in scheduled service to-
day. The Comet should not be sold
to Venezuela or Japan or Canadion
Pacific or Air France. It can’t be pro-
duced in quontity., But the Comet
is all of these things. And the Comet

carried the Queen of England on
an afternoon’s tour of Europe as a
demonsiration to the world of British
faith in their own product and as cn
official stamp of approval.

The blitz is not yet over by any
means. The British would move
heaven and earth to sell Comels to
a U.S. carrier. This would be worth
the loss of an empire; it would be just
compensation for losing the Ameri-
can colonies. Such a sale is not im-
peossible, for de Havilland has cun-
ningly forced the issue with sales to
competitive routes and 1.8, jels are
six years away. British jet tremspori
leadership is no longer a remote
possibility. It's coming up too close
for comfort. .

The solution for the U.S. is not easy.
Even if we began "all out” today,
we'd have a difficult time shortening
the British lead. We have no govern-
ment policy of assistance, although
prototype bills have been discussed
ond then dropped in Congress. We
have three or four monufacturers
with plans for building jet transports,
but a $30 to $40 million venture with-
out firm orders is a risk no company
is able to undertake. Yet the British
challenge is no longer academic. It
is wvery real.

There are 2,240 steps in the Em-
pire State Building in New York
City from the pavement to the
103rd floor. In 1937, some character
had enough energy fo climb these
steps in 36 minutes and 22 sec-
onds. What some people won't do
for a laugh!

BOAC and the Comet

THAT BOAC ordered the Comet in
fair quantity '‘from the drawing
board"” is well known. But it may not
be so well known that, in fact, the
Corporation sponscred the pure-iet
transport formula from the early Bra-
bazon Committee days of 1943 and,
more important still, pressed its de-
mands with the warious Ministries
during the period in which the type
might otherwise have been con-
sidered to be almost too revolutionary.
Without the enthusiasm of the tech-
nical team and its support by Lord
Knollys, who was then chairman of
BOAC, there might have been no
Comet today.

It was clear that an aircraft with
the expected cruising speed of the
Comet would hawve to have its navi-
gational equipment wery carefully
planned, and BOAC was already, in
the Summer of 1946, studying the
radio needs so that any necessary
develcpment work could be started
in good time. The report of the radio
committee a year later gave promi-
nent place to “cloud collision™ radar,
and distance-measuring equipment.
—From “'The Aeroplane,” May 2,
1952,
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Espionage

Espionage now-a-days is a much
less glamorous business. It has been
found in recent years that the ordi-
nary soldier, sailor or girman is a
most valuable source of information.
Little bits of information, each one
valueless in itself, are fitted together
into a mosaic until the full picture
becomes clear. These little tit-bits of
information come from all over the
place, newspapers, magazines, per-
sonal observation by air attaches,
etc., and most of all from a few words
dropped here and there by us ordi-
nary Joes.

How can we beat espionage? It's
very difficult, really. People talk
from pride of service or because
they're genuinely interested in some-
thing and want to discuss it with an
interested comrade. A few people
talk because they want to appear
"big shots.”

It's the little things that count, so
it's up to each one of us to keep what
we know to ourselves. Remember
that only people who have a genuine
"need to know'' should be given
classified information. Rank is quite
immaterial. Make a point of looking
over CAP 425 sometime. You'll be
interested and probably surprised.

Finally—if you run across a breach
of security, report it to the Unit Secur-
ity Officer and leave it to him to do
the rest. If nothing is wrong than no
harm is done. If there has been a
breach, the sooner it is repaired the
better for us all.

from page 29

~PILOT'S REPORT

... AND NOW PUT :THE FIRST NAV
IMPRESSED ME \/ERY MUCH BYHIS ABILITY TO...

Battle of Britain

ports and harbors, on aircraft fac-
tories and other war industries helped
to defeat Hitler's plan of invasion.

One final comment. It has been
called the Battle of Britain. More
accurately it was a Battle for Britain
(and freedom) in which the people
of that island were assisted by the
other parts of the Commonwealth and
Empire and by contingents from con-
quered lands of Europe. In the ranks
of the Royal Air Force were to be
found fighter pilots from Canada and
South Africa, coastal crews from Aus-
tralia, bomber crews from New Zea-
land, and men from many other
branches of Britain's great family.
From Czechoslovakia and Poland,
from Norway and the Netherlands,
from Belgium and France came more
trained aircrew to don the blue of the
RAF and take their part in the Battle.
fThey too were numbered among the
ew.

No. 1 (Fighter) Squadron, RCAF

Canada was represented in the
Battle of Britain by several hundred
officers and airmen who served as
aircrew and ground crew in Fighter,

continued from page 21

Bomber and Coastal Commands. The
names of forty-seven are inscribed on
the honor roll in the memorial chapel
in Westminster Abbey. The great
majority of these Canadians who
fought in the Battle of Britain were
young men who had crossed the
Atlantic in pre-war days to enrol in
the RAF and serve in units of that
force. There were, however, two
fighter squadrons which bore the
name Canadian. One was No. 242
(Canadian) Squadron of the RAF,
composed of Canadian fighter pilots
in the RAF, the other was No. 1
(Fighter) Squadron of the RCAF (later
designated No. 401), which had ar-
rived in Britain on the eve of the
Battle. Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh
C. T. Dowding, G.C.B., G.C.V.O,,
C.M.G., who was Air Officer Com-
manding-in-chief of Fighter Command
during the Battle of Britain, in his
despatch paid tribute to the two Can-
adian squadrons. No. 242, he wrote,
“became one of the foremost fighting
squadrons in the Command. . . . No.
1 (Canadian) Squadron also came in-
to the line and acquitted itself with
great distinction.”
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